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NEWSLETTER

“Living Wet” in a 
World on Fire
By now, we have all seen the 
horrific photos and news clips 
coming out of Australia where 
wildfires have ravaged much of the 
brush in the countryside. Smoke 
from these fires choke out those 
living in more populated areas, 

so much so that millions have been left virtual prisoners 
in their homes, unable to breath outdoors. We have also 
seen photos of firefighters battling the inferno; images 
that could have served as inspiration to Dante when he 
was writing Inferno. And, of course, there are the heart-
rending images of the wildlife: koalas with their fur 
singed, and kangaroo “joeys” hopping around in a daze 
with no mother around for protection. We see firefighters 
and volunteers doing what they can to save and preserve 
life in the midst of “hell on earth.”

As I watch the news reports, I wonder especially about 
the firefighters and rescue workers. It obviously takes 
much physical, mental, and emotional training to be able 
to rush into an inferno, spraying water, cutting away trees 
and brush to contain the blaze, and running into the 
flames to save lives. A high level of discipline is required 
of those who take on these physically and psychologically 
demanding roles. 

While most of us are not called into a vocation of being 
a firefighter, peace officer, or rescue worker (or if you 
were, you might have retired from such a vocation), 
all of us are called into a lifetime of learning about and 
following Christ, even following Christ into the place 

where he goes. Sometimes, we are called to follow Christ 
into a metaphorical “hell on earth” situation. However, 
all of us—being baptized into Christ Jesus—are called 
to follow a path that will run counter to the ways of the 
world; to so-called “conventional wisdom.” I think of our 
baptismal vocation as “Living Wet.” It takes a high degree 
of spiritual discipline to daily choose the path of taking 
up our crosses and following the crucified One, i.e. to ‘live 
wet’ in a world that often seems as a blazing inferno. 

In her book on the Rule of Benedict, author and spiritual 
director Joan Chittister writes about another kind of 
discipline; the discipline of the spiritual life: 

“The spiritual life is not something that is gotten for the 
wishing or assumed by affectation. The spiritual life takes 
discipline. It is something to be learned, to be internalized. 
It’s not a set of daily exercises; it’s a way of life, an attitude of 
mind, an orientation of soul. And it is gotten by being schooled 
until no rules are necessary.” 

She retells a story from the ancients: 

“What action shall I perform to attain God?” the disciple asked 
the elder. 

“If you wish to attain God,” the elder replied, “there are two 
things you must know. The first is that all efforts to attain 
God are of no avail. The second is that you must act as if you 
did not know the first.” 

Chittister concludes: “The secret of the spiritual life is to live 
it until it becomes real.” 

If your experience is like mine, the challenges that were 
present in 2019 are still present in 2020. As in years past, 
events both within and beyond our control will demand a 
response from us. How will we respond? 
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SPLF Council 
Presidents Corner
On January 5th, I gave a 
brief talk about our financial 
situation. I would like to 
expound on that a bit at his time. 
I know that very few people want to 
talk about finances. Trust me, I’m not 
one of those. As the President, I need to 
make sure that we (your Council) keep 
you fully abreast of all situations that 
affect our family. It’s easy to visualize 
our offering handicap from the stats 
in our Sunday bulletins showing what 
we have received from the previous 
running four weeks of contributions. 
Then, noting below that, our weekly 
budgeted needs of $4,719 per week. 
It’s difficult to maintain the demands 
of our consistent obligations without 
consistent offerings. That is enough 
harping on the negative, so now I can 
get to the wonderful blessings that you have brought 
our coffers back to an even standing. By that I mean 
what was received in the last few weeks has made up 
for the dramatic shortfall in the previous months. 
Thank you so much for the incredible December 
offerings. Thank you again from the bottom of my 
heart. 

Peace, 
Jay Olshen

For my part, I believe the best strategy for attending to 
these challenges is to follow the path of Jesus within the 
context of community. This “way” has its origins in the 
waters of baptism—waters that both drown and save 
us; waters that claim and name us; waters that follow us 
wherever we go our whole life long. Later this month, 
four children, ages two months to seven years, will be 
brought forward for baptism by their parents Anna and 
Nicholas. On Sunday, February 16 when Levi, Liam, 
Haiden, and Joey come before the font, let’s “bow 
beneath the flowing wave” with them as they prepare 
to “Live Wet,” joining the refrain of all the baptized 
through the centuries: Water, River, Spirit, Grace, sweep 
over me, sweep over me! Recarve the depths your fingers 
traced in sculpting me. 

God’s peace, 

Pastor Chad 

St. Paul’s Welcomes 
New Office Assistant

Bernadette “Brette” C.  
O’Connell Elander is from San 
Diego, California. After a lifetime of 
traveling, she decided to settle down 
in Carson City, Nevada. She has lived 
in seven states as well as in Europe. 

Brette holds a degree in Administration of Justice and 
Forensic Science Technology and freelances as a forensic 
consultant to crime and mystery writers. An author herself, 
Brette has written four novels and a children’s book. 
Currently, she has three works in progress. Her favorite 
authors are William Shakespeare, Jane Austen, Leon Uris, 
and Andrew Greely. 

A passionate animal advocate, vegetarian, and pet parent 
of four very spoiled cats, Brette spends much of her free 
time on Twitter working with animal rescue organizations 
in the US, Europe, and the Middle East. When not 
working, writing, or tweeting, she likes watching movies, 
playing chess, and reading.

Brette has enjoyed all her former jobs from armed security 
officer to veterinary assistant, but she has especially 
enjoyed working for churches and other religious 
organizations. She looks forward to using her spiritual 
gifts of faith, service, and administration to assist Pastor 
Adamik and his congregation. 

Brette began training and orientation to be St. Paul’s new 
Office Assistant (formerly called Church Secretary) on 
Monday, January 20th. Please stop by the church office 
during regular office hours–Monday through Friday, 9:00 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m.—to introduce yourself.

St. Valentine’s Story
Valentine was a 3rd century Italian doctor, who later 
became a priest, and the inspiration for the holiday 
known as Valentine’s Day. He is considered the patron 
saint of love because God is said to have worked 
miracles through him whereby people were taught 
how to recognize love. 

Valentine was sent to jail for performing weddings 
during a time when new marriages were outlawed 
by the Roman government. Before he was killed 
for refusing to renounce his faith, Valentine sent a 
loving note to a child he had been helping teach, the 
daughter of his jailer, saying, “Stay close to Jesus.” 
He thanked her for being his friend and signed 
the message “From your Valentine.” This kind act 
eventually led to the tradition of sending Valentine’s 
cards. 

Valentine’s Day is celebrated on February 14th, the 
day on which Valentine was martyred.

GRACE NOTES cont. 
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Serving In The  
Armed Forces:
Brandon Luterick, Heather Joyner (Johnson), Peter 
Elverum, Sarah McGee, Olivia Lesperance, John Duffy 
(nephew of Sharon and Tom Gesick), and Matthew 
Russel (nephew of Judy McPhail). 

Firefighters/Peace Officers: 
Andy Steyn, Brian Hillenbrand, Tina Sherman, Mark 
Dickens, John Gould, and Jason Wildblood.

We Grieve With:
the family of Ron Gutzman (husband of Beverly),  
Roy Trenoweth (father of Traci Angel), and with the 
family of Jay McPhail (Colin McPhail’s brother).

The Trenoweth and Angel families would like to extend 
their heartfelt thanks for all wonderful, caring support 
they received after Roy’s passing. They thank you all 
from the bottom of their hearts for the kind words, cards, 
beautiful service, and most of all the support. 

We also grieve with the family and friends of Jake 
Roman. Jake, a 2017 graduate of Carson High School, 

was killed in a snowmobile accident. His father is a coach 
and teacher at Carson High School. While the Roman 
family is not affiliated with St. Paul’s, several of our 
members (especially from the Youth Group) are shaken 
by this tragedy. 

Prayers For Healing:
Hannelore Hanke, William Rawson (hospitalized), 
Frank Bartlett, Ann Kauf, Audrey Stroub, Renee 
Woslum, Glenn Laursen, Edward Yoho, Madelene 
Yoho, DeWayne Evans, Lynn Gross, Evelyn Luterick, 
Sarah Jevne, Doug Thunder, Pat Thunder (recovery 
from hip surgery), Karin Randle, Sam Woolsey (Kay 
Elverum’s brother-in-law), Delores Sherman, Jane 
Johns, Peggy Truttman, and Norman Brewer (Mary 
DeFelice’s brother). We ask for your prayers for Bob 
Stroub who is in a coma in the ICU at Carson Tahoe 
Hospital here in Carson City. Tests are being done to 
determine Bob’s status. Please pray for God’s healing 
hand for Bob and for strength for Audrey and their family 
as they await more news..

Continuing Prayers For: 
Gwen (Dick Lowther’s sister), medical issues; Bev 
Steinert, continued eye-health issues; James Wilson, 
continued health issues; Dwight and Susan Holmquist 
and family, healing; Mary Ann Adamik, healing; Ellen 
Harrell, medical issues; Betty Razor, healing; Debbie 
Revelle, healing; Maxine Bowton, Harold Nolte, Karen 
(Hone) Nolte, Diana Johns (diagnosed with cancer - 
daughter-in-law of Jane Johns); Ruth Smith, special 
medical tests (daughter of Clay and Renee Woslum), 
Frank and Shirley Bartlet, Bev Gutzman, and  
Sandy Danforth.

14	David	&	Ellen	Harrell	

If you would like to be included in the monthly newsletter list of 

birthdays and wedding anniversaries, please notify Brette either by 

email (stpaulcarson@gmail.com), phone 775 882-3020, or simply slip 

a note through the mailbox slot in the church office door.

NOTE

6	Gloria	Hamilton	
6	Isabella	Hamilton	
6	Mia	Hamilton	
6	Nathan	Hillenbrand	
7	Loreen	Hautekeet	

7	Chuck	Lacugna	
11	Brita	Steyn
12	Anson	Ceja
17	Merry	Romine	
20	Gail	McComb	

23	Charles	Azadi	
23	Rachel	Pesis	
Segerhammer	
24	Jason	Henkle	
26	Isabelle	Azadi

28	Lauryn	Bailey
28	Katheryn	Opperman	
29	Michael	Esenarro	

St Paul’s February
Birthdays & Anniversaries
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St. Paul’s Confirmation 
Experience 
St. Paul’s “Confirmation 
Experience” is well under way. 
The “Confirmation Experience” is 
facilitated by Pastor Chad Adamik 
and Deanna Fine. If you are 

interested in learning more about this faith formation 
experience for students in grades 7 through 9 (ages 12-
15), please contact Pastor Chad at 775 882-3020 or at 
chad.adamik@gmail.com. 

Pastor Chad and Deanna are planning a Lenten Retreat 
for middle school-aged students. This retreat is designed 
for Confirmation students, but all youth ages 12-15 are welcome to join 
us! We have tentatively set the weekend of March 14-15 as the dates of the 
retreat (Carson City schools are on break). We are considering Lake Tahoe 
United Methodist Church (UMC) Retreat Center in Kings Beach, CA as 
our venue. Again, plans are only tentative at this point. Please consult the 
weekly church announcements, or call the church office for more details. 

Lectionary Bible 
Study NEWS
Pastor Chad’s Lectionary-
based Bible study is held 
every Friday morning. The 
lectionary is the prescribed 
Bible reading for our Sunday 

worship service. The idea is to gather and study 
these Bible readings ahead of the service! The Friday 
morning group meets from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

The LEE Group
“The LEE Group,” which we commonly define 
as “Lutheran Eager Eaters,” was originally “Life 
Enrichment for Everyone.” The purpose is to provide 
an opportunity for Lutherans in the “grandparents 
generation” to meet on a regular basis for fellowship 
and enrichment. Our meetings are held on the 
first Thursday of each month at 11:30 a.m. from 
September through June.

The February meeting of the LEE GROUP will 
be on Thursday, February 6th at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family. It 
will be halfway between Groundhog’s Day and 
Valentine’s Day. The luncheon will be meatloaf and 
baked potatoes, which will be provided. Please bring 
a complementary passing dish of your own choosing: 
vegetables, salads, breads, desserts (chocolate?), etc. 
Hosts: Colin and Judy McPhail and Marla Johnson. 

We are planning a Valentines sing-along 
accompanied by Vicki Hamilton. Please come and 
enjoy the friendship and fellowship. 

For more information, call Bev Steinert at 775 883-
6096 or Doug Thunder at 775 883-1548.

Night Off the Streets 
(NOTS) Update
Please remember that the month of March will be 
St. Paul’s opportunity to host Night Off the Streets 
(NOTS). For those of you who don’t know what 
NOTS is, it’s a group of churches in the area that 
have committed to provide members of the homeless 
community a warm place to sleep during the winter 
months. We will be asking for volunteers to staff the 
evenings. 

Please keep an eye out for emails and phone calls to fill 
the shifts. If you would like to participate, please email 
notscarson@gmail.com. If you are receiving emails or 
phone calls from NOTS, then you are already signed 
up and ready to go. If you have any questions or need 
to be refreshed on how things work, there will be a 
training session on Sunday, February 23rd following 
the 10:30 a.m. service (around 11:30-11:45). Please 
bring any and all questions you may have.
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Lutheran Engagement & 
Advocacy in Nevada
Interested in getting involved with Lutheran advocacy and 
the legislature? Lutheran Engagement and Advocacy in 
Nevada, LEAN, may be for you. www.leanforjustice.org

LEAN’s mission is to: 
• Work for tax and fiscal policies that reflect our 

Christian values while making wise provision for a 
growing population, including the disadvantaged 

• Work to achieve affordable housing for all 

• Work to eradicate hunger and poverty in Nevada and 
throughout the world 

• Advocate for wage levels that enable all persons to 
adequately support self and family 

• Work toward a criminal justice system that is just and 
prepares offenders to re-enter society successfully 

LEAN is committed to peace, justice, dignity, 
reconciliation, and empowerment for all people. It is 
accountable to the ELCA and the Synods for its advocacy 
work and is guided by the ELCA Social Statements. 
LEAN is also directed by a Policy Council that meets to 
prioritize issues for advocacy activity. 

The Policy Board members are, in northern Nevada, 
Sheila Freed, William Ledford (paid advocate), Vic 
Williams (secretary), Sonja Dresbach, Kathy Morris, and 
Allan Smith. In southern Nevada, the board members are 
Diane Drach-Meinel (president), Edward Cotton, and 
John Biggs. 

One of the Policy Board members, Allan Smith, is 
retiring soon and is looking for someone to mentor as 
his replacement. If you are interested, would like more 
information, have any questions, or would like to get in 
touch with one of the other board members, please contact 
Allan at 775 843-0526 or via email at alorden@att.net.

I recently did some door-to-door canvassing for one 
of the presidential candidates. Since we are still weeks 
away from the Democratic caucus (the Republicans 
decided to dispense with theirs), the instructions we 
canvassers received were to do more of a survey than 
to talk about our candidate. So, the first question we 
asked was, “What issues are most important to you?” 
The results I got were interesting. Climate change 
came up first or second on most people’s agenda. Right 
behind that were healthcare and education. Economic 
justice issues such as minimum wage and tax reform 
and criminal justice reform were also mentioned often. 

There’s a lot going on in our country and a lot of 
tough issues to deal with. Some people I spoke to told 
me they just ignore all of it because it’s too stressful. 
Of course, it’s easy to get sucked into the personal 
attacks and general nastiness that infects so much of 
our public discourse. But smart voters step back and 
look at the issues. Evaluating the candidates’ public 
statements to determine which candidates are most 
likely to reflect their values and concerns is a way out 
of the chaos. 

Many Lutherans don’t know that the ELCA has 
published statements on public policy issues for 
nearly thirty years. These statements can be a valuable 
resource in sorting out our voting options. Elizabeth 
Warren has a slogan; “She has a Plan for That.” Well, 
we can say that the church has a plan for that or even 
that God has a plan for that. They’re collectively called 
the ELCA Social Statements. All of the top issues 

of concern are currently addressed in one or more of 
the Social Statements. Climate change is addressed 
in Caring for Creation, which came out in 1993. A 
statement on healthcare was published in 2003. A 
statement on education followed in 2007. “Hearing 
the Cries,” dealing with criminal justice, came out in 
2013. And the granddaddy of them all, “The Church 
in Society,” was published in 1991. 

“The Church in Society” calls on Lutherans to be 
engaged citizens, to engage in public dialog, and to 
vote and to run for office. It describes our Christian 
vocation as living our faith in all aspects of daily life, 
including our civic involvement, and of making “love 
thy neighbor” real. Later Social Statements examine 
in more detail the issues raised in “The Church in 
Society.” 

The Social Statements are not “top down” edicts 
from the Presiding Bishop or any group charged 
with dictating doctrine even though the statements 
become official positions of the ELCA on specific 
issues. The statements are drafted by groups of clergy 
and other professionals in the field and then put out 
to the church at large. A several month period follows 
in which congregations and individuals are invited 
to review and comment. Typically, there are study 
guides and discussion formats provided to aid in this 
analysis. After edits based on parish feedback, a draft 
statement is presented at a Churchwide Assembly. 

WHAT’S YOUR PLAN?
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Local congregations are represented at the Assemblies 
by their voting members and only after an Assembly 
votes to approve does a statement become an official 
Social Statement. 

Lutheran Engagement and Advocacy in Nevada 
(LEAN) is the Lutheran voice at the Nevada 
Legislature. We base all our advocacy in the Social 
Statements. Nevada faces the same issues as our 
country generally: climate change, economic 
inequality, lack of healthcare, and more. In the 2019 
legislative session, LEAN took on all of these, and 
we expect to be facing the same ones in 2021. That’s 
because the problems are complex, and there are no 
quick fixes. We rely on the Social Statements which 
offer nuanced, caring guidance through difficult 
problems. LEAN urges individuals to do the same. 
As we all work through the nominations and general 
election, it’s worth remembering that “God has a Plan 
for That.” 

To see all the Social Statements, simply Google 
“ELCA Social Statements.” 

WHAT’S YOUR PLAN? cont. 

Please consider joining St. Paul’s 
Stitchers quilting group. They meet 
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each 
month from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. in Friendship Hall. EXPERIENCE 
IS NOT REQUIRED. Stitchers will be happy to 
show you what needs to be done. The Stitchers are 
busy working on all sorts of projects. They make 
beautiful quilts as well as make and deliver lap robes to 
various senior assisted living homes and convalescent 
centers in Carson City. The seniors are so happy and 
appreciative to receive these gifts. 

The Vocal Choir
St. Paul’s Choir will be on hiatus during the month 
of February. The next rehearsal date is set for 
Wednesday, March 4th from 6:00-7:30 p.m. St. Paul’s 
choir director Dwight Holmquist and his wife Susan 
will be taking a much-needed vacation to warmer 
climates. During this hiatus, prayerfully  
consider joining St. Paul’s choir.  
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 

The ‘Stitchers’ Quilting 
Ministry

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 26th

On Ash Wednesday, Christians begin observance 
of the Lenten season, a time of contemplation and 
reflection as we journey with Christ toward the 
cross. On Ash Wednesday, Christians are reminded 
of their mortality and that our bodies, and, indeed 
all that exists, will one day pass away. At this time, 
we are reminded that we are not God. However, 
we do receive absolution from the one who is God, 
our merciful creator. God sent us Jesus who would 
eventually die upon the cross for us. 

On February 26th, there will be a 12:30 p.m. Ash 
Wednesday Holy Communion service at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Family. In the evening, there will be a 
community-wide Ash Wednesday service at 6:30 
p.m. at First Methodist Church, 212 N. Division St., 
Carson City. Please consider being part of one or both 
of these worship opportunities as we prepare for Lent. 

Council Meeting 
St. Paul’s February Council Meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, February 11th at 6:00 p.m. Unless a special 
executive session is called, all members and associates 
of St. Paul’s are welcome to attend. To be given 
time to speak, please contact President Jay Olshen in 
advance as he sets the meeting agenda.

Worship Life Team Meeting
The Worship Life team will meet on Saturday, 
February 1st at 1:00 p.m. At this meeting, the 
worship team and musicians will plan for our Lenten 
“Soup Suppers” and Midweek Worship, our Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday services. They will also 
discuss any other issues involving St. Paul’s worship 
life. For more information, please contact facilitator 
Judy McPhail at 775 841-7620. 

The Stewardship Team 
The Stewardship Team will meet on Saturday, 
February 22nd at 11:00 a.m. to begin the next phase 
of St. Paul’s stewardship drive. If you are interested 
in becoming becoming stewards of God’s gifts, please 
contact facilitator Carol Arneson at 775 267-0334. 
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The high school youth group is open to older teens ages 16-19. The youth group meets on the 
2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. To learn more, please contact youth group leader Traci Angel 

at 775 721-5495 (call or text) or assistant Nakita Jones at 775 508-6106 (call or text). 

On Sunday, December 22nd, several of the 
young people from the Youth Group went 
“Elf-ing.” Elf-ing is when the Youth Group 
members dress in costumes, along with 
Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus, and venture out 
to spread holiday cheer to those who are 
homebound or are on St. Paul’s Prayer List. 
The Youth Group “elves” visited over twenty 
households on that one afternoon. Thank 
you to our youth group, our youth group 
leaders Traci Angel, Nikki Jones, and Ashe 
(Overlock) Doran who helped drive.

The youth are NOT the church of the future; 
they are the church RIGHT NOW! We are 
the church, together! 

Pictured (from left to right): Mya Wilson, 
Lindsay Chowanski, Hailey Jones, Amanda 
Castillo, Nikki Jones, Sean Jones, 
and Cindy Lopez

THANK YOU SO MUCH for the surprise 
Christmas visit from Santa and her elves. 
The visit and the ornament were much 
appreciated. Blessings, Sharon Melsheimer
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Meeting To Discuss Upcoming 
Rummage Sale
Please join the Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
and other long-time Rummage Sale volunteers for 
a Rummage Sale Planning Meeting on Thursday, 
February 6th at 1:15 p.m. We want the input of as 
many people as we can rally. We are especially anxious 
to have attendees who have been involved in years 
past, but we are also excited to have new folks come 
with their ideas. 

This annual effort by the people of St. Paul’s is to 
raise funds for charities and other organizations in our 
community and beyond.

Please plan to join us. We offer coffee  
and sweet treats!

Ministry Team News
The Visitation Team will meet on Wednesday, 
February 12th at 1:00 p.m. in Luther Room. The 
Visitation Team assists Pastor Chad in visiting the 
homebound members and associates of St. Paul’s, 
including those in the community who seek out love 
and care from a faith community. The team also visits 
those who are bereaved or those who are recovering 
from illness or surgery. Visitation Team volunteers 
serve as an important connection to St. Paul’s for those 
who are lonely and often isolated. While the pastor’s 
visits are appreciated, visits from lay people mean so 
much as well. “We are the Church, Together!” 

For more information about this vital ministry, please 
contact team facilitator Vicki Hamilton at  
775 267-3007.

ELCA (WELCA) 
The February “Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
Bible Study” will be on Tuesday, February 4th at 9:30 
a.m. Questions? Please contact Vicki Hamilton at  
775 267-3007. 

St. Paul’s Altar Guild
Who are they? 

You know, those folks who work behind the 
scenes to prepare the altar for communion, hang 
the banners, change the altar paraments, change 
the numbers on the hymn board each week, keep 
our eternal candle lit, put oil in the altar candles, 
check the oil in the acolyte candle lighter, order 
holiday lilies and poinsettias and arrange them, 
launder the altar linens, keep altar supplies in 
stock, keep baptismal supplies in stock, bake 
our communion bread, make sure our Sunday, 
midweek, and special services are “good to go” 
week after week.

In 2019 those folks were Heidi Jones, Hope 
Chowanski, Jim Rud, Andrea Rud, Mary, 
DeFelice, Carol Arneson, Greta O’Kelley, Nikki 
Rohrs, Traci Angel, Jennifer Overlock, Roy 
Eisentrager, Jean Opperman, Dorit Sandmeier, 
Kristine Sandmeier, Sharon, Gesick, Linda 
Wilson, Sharon Melsheimer, Jeanne Russell, 
Joan Schultz, Hannelore Hanke, Kathy Steinle 
and Brita Steyn.

They deserve a huge round of applause and 
a thank you for their dedication and for the 
outstanding job that they do.

WE HAVE A HUGE NEED FOR SOME 

NEW FACES TO HELP WITH 
ALTAR GUILD IN 2020.

 
A volunteer is needed in June to work with 
Traci Angel; a volunteer is needed in July to 
work with Roy Eisentrager. In September we 
need a volunteer for the 20th and 27th to work 
with Sharon Gesick, and in October we need a 
volunteer for the 11th, 18th, and 25th to work 
with Sharon Melsheimer.

Please contact:  
Jeanne Russell 882-5397 • detaillady2002@att.net 
Joan Schultz 883-6833 • cc.jfran@yahoo.com
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Reconciled In Christ 
(RIC) Task Force News
The next meeting of the Reconciling 
in Christ Team (RIC) is scheduled 
for Sunday, February 9th at 12:00 
noon in the Luther Room. For more 
information, please contact facilitator 
David Harrell at 775 315-4661. To 
learn more on how the Ministry of 
Reconciling works, please visit:  
www.reconcilingworks.org. 

News from Sunday School
Our annual Sunday school program in December was 
terrific. We had a small group of students, but they all 
sang and recited their lines well. The Youth Group 
rounded out the morning with their great coffee hour 
lunch goodies. We thank them for always supporting 
our Sunday school. Their support and help have been 
invaluable. 

We are now working towards the spring and a new 
quarter of lessons. New lesson plan books have arrived 
for the teachers, which introduce the children to the 
Bible stories that lead up to Easter. 

Please don’t hesitate to encourage any children in 
your neighborhood (or your grandchildren) to come 
to our Sunday school. We are also starting plans for 
this summer’s Vacation Bible School program. Mark 
your calendars and watch the March newsletter for the 
dates this will be held. We welcome all children and 
would like to increase our attendance. 

Peace to you, 

Renee Woslum, Sunday School Superintendent

Stewardship News
The Stewardship Team is 
planning a resumption of the 
GROW program emphasizing 
Commitment Grace and Faith. 

We will hang the familiar 
GROW tree on February 
22nd. It will gradually 
be transformed into a 
flowering tree with all 
the promise of spring. 
On Palm Sunday, April 
5th, you will once again be asked to 
complete a leaf. This time the leaf will be 
an anonymous pledge to be burned at the conclusion 
of each service. The pledge should represent the result 
of your contemplation and subsequent conclusion of 
your participation in the sustainability and future of St. 
Paul’s. Only you will know the contents. 

Also on Palm Sunday, the Stewardship Team will host 
a coffee hour after each service for fellowship  
and discussion. 

A Weekly Giving Guide has been included to provide 
guidelines for contributions based on income. 

The Team believes that this ongoing endeavor will 
continue to bring all of us together in the common 
goal of enhancing the future of our church.

LET’S CONTINUE TO DO OUR PART 
Located Outside the Backdoor of Friendship Hall is:

A BLUE LID RECYCLE BIN FOR: rinsed out Rigid Plastic bottles and 
containers- (no	plastic	utensils)	(no	plastic	bags,	film,	and	stretch	wrap,	baggies) empty 
Aluminum, Tin & Steel cans rinsed out Glass bottles and jars, Paperboard & 
Cardboard (no	waxed	cardboard) Paper, Junk mail, Newspapers and Magazines.

 

A GREEN LID CAN IS  
FOR ALL OTHER 
GARBAGE.
NOTE: There is a recycle 
container in Friendship Hall  
for recyclables.
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January 19, 2020 

Dear Church: 

With sadness I bring you the news that Presiding Bishop Emeritus Herbert W. Chilstrom died at home early this 
morning. His wife, Pastor Corinne Chilstrom; his son, Chris Holt; and family were with him. 

Bishop Chilstrom was the first presiding bishop of the ELCA. Many of you knew him in those early days when the 
ELCA was just getting started - there was no furniture at the Lutheran Center, files were in boxes, phones were on the 
floor, and the skeleton staff worked on card tables and folding chairs. He was once told by a corporate executive sitting 

A message from the 
Children in Transition 
Group:
This program identifies children, that need 
assistance with basic items all year round. 
The following are suggested donation items, 
especially for the WINTER MONTHS:

1. 1. Coats, sweaters, scarfs, gloves, and 
hats (all sizes) 

2. Socks and shoes (all sizes, male and 
female) 

3. Hygiene-Grooming items – toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, deodorant, combs, 
hairbrushes, wipes (think of what the 
kids like and NEED (boy or girl). Girls 
also need feminine hygiene items. 

4. Individual packages of snacks – 
puddings, cookies, crackers (cracker 
sandwiches), applesauce, small canned 
meats, vegetables (mini containers), and 
packaged plasticware 

5. School supplies – pens, paper, 
notebooks, folders, backpacks, etc. 
(suggestion: ask any child) 

On behalf of the kids, area school 
coordinator, (Peggy Sweetland) and  
the Wellness-Outreach Committee (Sherrie 
Poncsak and Audrey Stroub), THANK YOU!

A Pastoral Letter from Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the ELCA,

on the death of former Presiding Bishop

Herbert W. Chilstrom

next to him on a plane that this was no way to start a 
corporation, and it would never work. Thirty-three years 
later, we are still here, entrusted with the ministry of the 
gospel and serving the neighbor. 

I can’t imagine the uncertainty and chaos of those first 
months, but I know we all were filled with hope for this 
new church the Spirit had brought into being. And I know 
that Bishop Chilstrom served out of the conviction that it 
was God’s will to raise up an ELCA witness to the gospel, 
and with God all things are possible. 

I remember Bishop Chilstrom once saying that his mother 
told him, “Herb, you might be the only Bible some people 
read.” It was her way of telling him, and his way of telling 
us, that we are living witnesses to the grace of God. 

Bishop Chilstrom chose “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!” 
(ELW, 873) to be the sending hymn at his funeral. Verse 
five announces: 

At last the march shall end;  
The wearied ones shall rest;  

The pilgrims find their home at last,  
Jerusalem the blest.  

Rejoice! Give thanks and sing! 

Through tears, but in the sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection, we rejoice. 

Peace, 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Worship Lay Volunteers  

February 2020

Altar Guild
Sharon Melsheimer and Jeanne Russell 

* Please contact Jeanne Russell if you would like to serve  
on Altar Guild  

Greeters 
* Please contact Andrea Rud if you would like to be a Greeter.

 2 8:00 a.m. Jim and Andrea Rud 
  10:30 a.m. Judy McPhail

 9 8:00 a.m. Vera Logie 
  10:30 a.m. Dick Lowther

 16 8:00 a.m. Joan Schultz 
  10:30 a.m. Ruth Fitzgerald

 23 8:00 a.m. Brita Steyn 
  10:30 a.m. Sharon Gesick

Readers 
*Please contact Judy McPhail if you are interested in being a  
Sunday Reader

 2 8:00 a.m. Andrea Rud 
  10:30 a.m. Ruth Fitzgerald

 9 8:00 a.m. Vera Logie 
  10:30 a.m. Holly McPhail

 16 8:00 a.m. Carol Arneson 
  10:30 a.m. Steve Ransom 

 23 8:00 a.m. Kim Neiman 
  10:30 a.m. Tom Gesick

WORSHIP SERVICES 8:00 A.M. AND 10:30 A.M.
*Denotes responsible Church Council member to help with the Worship Services if needed. 

Communion Assistants 
 2 8:00 a.m.  Jeanne Russell

  10:30 a.m.  TBA

 9 8:00 a.m.  TBA

  10:30 a.m.  TBA

 16 8:00 a.m.  Joan Schultz

  10:30 a.m.  Nakita Jones

 23 8:00 a.m.  TBA

  10:30 a.m.  TBA

Altar Guild
*Please notify Mary DeFelice if you are interested in being a 
counter of offerings.

 2 8:00 a.m. Andrea Rud, Jeanne Russell 
  10:30 a.m. Judy McPhail, David Harrell

 9 8:00 a.m.  Jay Olshen, Mary DeFelice 
  10:30 a.m.  Roy Eisentrager, Nikki Rohrs

 16 8:00 a.m.  Gere Schultz, Carol Arneson 
  10:30 a.m.  Judy McPhail, David Harrell

 23 8:00 a.m.  Greg Griffith, Jay Olshen 
  10:30 a.m.  Roy Eisentrager, Nikki Rohrs

Requirements for counting are: being a member of St Paul’s and 
the 2 counters not be related. Thank you to all past and present 
counter volunteers for your help. Blessings, Mary DeFelice.


